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Measly Middle Ages Horrible Histories

The Middle Ages, often referred to as the medieval period, spans roughly from the 5th to the late
15th century. This era was marked by significant social, political, and cultural upheavals, and it is
frequently associated with a host of grim, bizarre, and sometimes downright disgusting facts. For
those interested in history with a humorous and gruesome twist, the ?Horrible Histories? series
offers a fascinating and often hilarious glimpse into the less glamorous aspects of medieval life.
From gruesome executions to bizarre medical practices, the Middle Ages was indeed a ?measly?
and often horrifying time to live. This article explores the most shocking, strange, and horrible
histories of the Middle Ages, bringing to light the darker side of this fascinating period.

Understanding the Middle Ages: A Brief Overview

Before diving into the horrible histories, it?s essential to understand the context of the Middle Ages.
This period is typically divided into three parts:

- The Early Middle Ages (roughly 500-1000 AD)
- The High Middle Ages (1000-1300 AD)
- The Late Middle Ages (1300-1500 AD)

During these centuries, Europe experienced feudalism, devastating plagues, wars, and societal
upheavals. Despite advancements in art, architecture, and learning, life was often brutal, and death
was a constant companion. The darkness of this era is often contrasted with its moments of
brilliance, but for many, it was a time of suffering and bizarre customs.

Gruesome Aspects of Medieval Life
1. The Horrors of Medieval Medicine
Medical practices during the Middle Ages were primitive and often deadly. Without modern

antiseptics or understanding of the human body, treatments were often more harmful than the
diseases they aimed to cure.
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- Bloodletting: A common practice where physicians believed that removing blood would cure
illnesses. Sometimes, hundreds of pints of blood were drained, leading to severe anemia or death.

- Trepanning: Drilling holes into the skull to relieve pressure or cure mental illness. Many patients
survived, but many also died from infection or injury.

- Humors Theory: The belief that health depended on balancing four bodily fluids?blood, phlegm,
black bile, and yellow bile. Treatments involved purging, vomiting, or enemas, which often left
patients weakened or worse.

2. Bizarre Medieval Medical Treatments

- Maggots for Wounds: Surprisingly, some doctors used maggots to clean infected wounds, as
they consumed dead tissue without harming healthy flesh.

- Leeches: Leech therapy was popular to "balance the humors" by bloodletting at a more
controlled level.

- Cures Involving Animals and Odd Substances:

- Dried toads, snakes, and even human excrement were used in various remedies.

- Some believed that consuming parts of animals like owls or bats could cure illnesses.

3. The Dark Side of Punishments and Justice

Medieval justice was often brutal and public, serving as both punishment and entertainment.

- Public Executions: Beheadings, hangings, and burnings were common spectacles.

- Crucifixion and Drawing and Quartering: Especially for treason or serious crimes, these
gruesome methods were designed to deter others.

- Torture Devices:

- The rack: stretched victims to the point of dislocation.

- The Judas Cradle: a pyramid-shaped seat where victims were slowly tortured.

- Punishment for Witchcraft: Accused witches faced burni

Measly Middle Ages Horrible Histories: A Deep Dive into the Dark and Disgusting World of Medieval
Times

The phrase "measly middle ages horrible histories" immediately conjures up vivid images of a time
often remembered for its squalor, superstition, and bizarre practices. The Middle Ages, spanning
roughly from the 5th to the late 15th century, is a period that has fascinated historians and
enthusiasts alike, not just for its monumental developments but also for its often gruesome, bizarre,
and downright disgusting aspects. In this comprehensive guide, we will explore the darker corners of
medieval life, shedding light on the most horrific, bizarre, and sometimes hilarious stories from what
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many call the "measly middle ages."

Understanding the Middle Ages: Context and Misconceptions

What Were the Middle Ages?

The Middle Ages, also known as the Medieval Period, was a time of significant transformation in
Europe. It was marked by the fall of the Western Roman Empire, the rise of feudalism, the spread of
Christianity, and many scientific and cultural advancements, despite the common perception of it
being a dark and "measly" era.

Common Misconceptions

- Dark and Dirty: Often called the "Dark Ages," this period was misunderstood as entirely bleak
and unprogressive. In reality, it was a time of innovation and resilience.

- Horrible and Horrific: While there were genuinely gruesome aspects, many stories have been
exaggerated or sensationalized over centuries.

- Measly and Miserable: The everyday life for many was tough, but communities also found
moments of joy and ingenuity.

The Gross and Gruesome: Horrible Histories of the Middle Ages

Hygiene and Personal Care: The Gross Reality

One of the most enduring images of medieval life is the state of hygiene, which was often, to put it
mildly, revolting.

- No Baths, No Problem?: Contrary to popular belief, some medieval people did bathe, but it was
not as frequent as today. The notion that everyone avoided baths because they believed water
spread disease is partly true, but hygiene was still a concern.

- Public Baths and Their Disasters: When baths were used, they could be cesspools of bacteria.
Some public bathhouses were notorious for spreading disease.

- Foul Odors and Clothing: Clothes were rarely washed; instead, they were often reused multiple
times, leading to a stench that could knock out a horse.

Medical Practices: The Horrors of Medieval Medicine

Medieval medicine was a mix of superstition, herbal remedies, and sometimes grotesque
procedures.
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- Bloodletting and Leech Therapy: Commonly used to ‘balance the humors," bloodletting could be
fatal if overdone. Leeches were used extensively and could grow quite large.

- Maggots for Wounds: Surprisingly, maggots were sometimes used to clean out infected
wounds, as they eat dead tissue and can promote healing.

- Cures Based on Superstition: Treatments often involved strange and sometimes disgusting
rituals, such as draining the blood of a living animal or using excrement to treat ailments.

Food and Diet: Disgusting Delicacies and Practices

Medieval diets could be both hearty and, frankly, revolting.

- Preserved Meats and Rotten Fish: Preservation methods were primitive, often relying on salting
or smoking, which could result in spoiled, rotten food.

- Exotic and Eccentric Dishes: Some medieval delicacies included peacock tongues, lamprey
eels, and even roasted mice!

- Garlic and Onion: Though flavorful, these pungent foods were often considered so foul-smelling
that they were used as disinfectants.

Bizarre and Blech: Strange Customs and Practices
The Madness of Medieval Punishments
Medieval justice could be brutal and bizarre.

- The Pillory and Stocks: Public humiliation involved being chained in a town square, often for
petty crimes, enduring jeers and sometimes physical abuse.

- Dragging and Flaying: Some criminals faced gruesome executions, including being dragged
behind horses or flayed alive.

- Punishments with a Twist: For minor offenses, people could be forced to wear ridiculous or
humiliating costumes.
Superstitions and Witch Hunts
Fear and superstition led to widespread hysteria.

- Witch Trials: Accusations of witchcraft could result in horrific torture and executions, often based

on flimsy evidence or outright paranoia.
- Bizarre Beliefs: People believed in creatures like werewolves and vampires, leading to strange
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rituals to ward off evil spirits.

- Use of Ordeals: Suspected witches might be subjected to dangerous ordeals, such as holding
hot iron or being thrown into water ? if they floated, they were guilty; if they sank, innocent, but
sometimes drowned anyway.

Unusual Festivals and Customs

Medieval festivals could be as grotesque as they were entertaining.

- St. Distaff?s Day: Celebrated with pranks, including throwing flour or even tickling people with
feathers.

- The Feast of Fools: A time when social order was inverted, and bizarre ceremonies, including
mock executions and strange costumes, took place.

- Animal Trials: Even animals weren?t spared from bizarre justice ? pigs, rats, and even insects
could be put on trial for crimes!

Daily Life and the Disgusting Details

Living Conditions

- Crowded and Unsanitary Housing: Most people lived in small, cramped homes with little
ventilation, leading to the spread of disease.

- Flea and Rat Infestations: These pests thrived in medieval cities, spreading the plague and
other diseases.

- Lack of Waste Disposal: Human waste was often thrown into the streets, creating foul-smelling
and dangerous conditions.

Childbirth and Infant Care

- Dangerous and Dirty: Childbirth was risky, and hygiene was minimal. Newborns often faced high
mortality rates.

- Infant Mortality: It was common for a significant percentage of children to die before reaching
adulthood.

- Medieval Remedies: Some were effective, but many involved dubious and disgusting
substances, such as crushed gemstones or animal parts.

The Legacy of the "Measly Middle Ages"
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Despite its many gross and horrible aspects, the Middle Ages laid crucial foundations for modern
society.

- Advancements in Engineering: Gothic cathedrals and castles showcase medieval ingenuity.

- Preservation of Knowledge: Monasteries and scholars preserved classical texts, influencing
future generations.

- Cultural Contributions: Literature, art, and music flourished despite the grim realities.

Final Thoughts: The Dark and Disgusting Charm of Horrible Histories

The "measly middle ages horrible histories" remind us that history is full of both marvels and
monstrosities. While the period was undoubtedly harsh, it was also a time of remarkable resilience,
innovation, and sometimes outright grotesqueness that makes it endlessly fascinating. From the
nauseating hygiene practices to bizarre justice rituals, the Middle Ages prove that history?s most
interesting stories are often the most revolting.

Whether you?re a history buff or just someone intrigued by the bizarre, understanding the gross,
grim, and sometimes hilarious truths of medieval life helps us appreciate how far we?ve come ? and
how strange our past can be. Dive into these horrible histories with curiosity and a sense of humor,
and you?ll find that even in the grossest corners of the past, there?s a story worth telling.

QuestionAnswer What is 'Measly Middle Ages' in the context of Horrible Histories? 'Measly
Middle Ages' is a humorous book and series by Horrible Histories that explores the medieval period
with funny facts, jokes, and cartoons aimed at making history entertaining for children. Why is
'Measly Middle Ages' popular among kids and educators? Because it presents complex historical
topics in a fun, engaging, and accessible way, helping kids learn about medieval history while
enjoying humor and illustrations. What are some interesting facts from '‘Measly Middle Ages'? It
includes facts like how medieval doctors believed the body was governed by four humors, or that
people used to believe in strange superstitions, all presented with humorous commentary. How does
'‘Measly Middle Ages' compare to other Horrible Histories books? 'Measly Middle Ages' specifically
focuses on the medieval era, offering a humorous and educational look at that period, similar to how
other Horrible Histories books focus on different historical eras with a fun twist. Are there any funny
cartoons or illustrations in ‘Measly Middle Ages'? Yes, the book features many humorous cartoons
and illustrations that bring medieval history to life in a funny and memorable way. Can 'Measly
Middle Ages' be used as an educational resource? Absolutely, it is often used in classrooms to
teach students about medieval history in an engaging and entertaining manner. What are some
themes covered in 'Measly Middle Ages'? Themes include medieval medicine, daily life, castles,
knights, superstitions, and the social structure of the Middle Ages, all presented with humor and fun
facts.
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