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Calvert County Board of Education: A Comprehensive Guide to Leadership, Policies, and
Educational Excellence

Introduction to Calvert County Board of Education

The Calvert County Board of Education plays a pivotal role in shaping the future of public
education within Calvert County, Maryland. As a governing body, it oversees the district's policies,
budget allocations, curriculum standards, and overall educational quality. Committed to fostering an
environment of academic excellence, inclusivity, and community engagement, the board works
diligently to ensure that every student receives a high-quality education tailored to their needs.

This article provides an in-depth overview of the board?s structure, responsibilities, initiatives, and
how it impacts students, parents, teachers, and the community at large.

Structure and Membership of the Calvert County Board of Education

Board Composition

The Calvert County Board of Education consists of five elected members who serve staggered
four-year terms. These members are responsible for making policy decisions, approving budgets,
and setting educational priorities. The elections are held every two years, ensuring a balanced and
representative leadership.

Roles and Responsibilities

The main responsibilities of the board include:

- Establishing and reviewing policies that govern the school district
- Overseeing the district?s budget and financial management
- Hiring and evaluating the superintendent of schools
- Ensuring compliance with state and federal education laws
- Promoting student achievement and well-being

Key Initiatives and Policies
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Academic Excellence and Curriculum Development

The board emphasizes delivering a comprehensive curriculum that prepares students for college,
careers, and citizenship. This includes:

- Implementing rigorous academic standards
- Supporting STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) programs
- Enhancing arts and humanities education
- Providing special education services for students with disabilities

Student Safety and Well-Being

Ensuring a safe learning environment remains a top priority. The board adopts policies on:

- Bullying prevention and intervention
- School safety protocols and emergency preparedness
- Mental health support services

Equity and Inclusion

The Calvert County Board of Education strives to promote equity through:

- Addressing achievement gaps among different student groups
- Providing multilingual programs and resources
- Supporting culturally responsive teaching practices

Budget and Funding

Budget Allocation

The board is responsible for approving the annual budget, which funds:

- Teacher salaries and benefits
- Educational materials and resources
- Facilities maintenance and improvements
- Extracurricular programs and athletics
- Technology infrastructure
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Funding Sources

Funding for Calvert County schools primarily comes from:

- State funding allocated based on student enrollment and needs
- Local property taxes
- Federal grants and programs

The board works to ensure transparency and accountability in the use of these funds, engaging the
community through public hearings and financial reports.

Community Engagement and Parent Involvement

Public Meetings and Feedback

The Calvert County Board of Education holds regular public meetings where community members
can voice concerns, ask questions, and provide input on district policies. These meetings promote
transparency and collaborative decision-making.

Parent and Student Programs

The district offers various programs to involve parents and students, including:

- Parent-Teacher Associations (PTAs)
- School advisory councils
- Career and college readiness fairs
- Special workshops and informational sessions

Community Partnerships

The board encourages partnerships with local organizations, businesses, and higher education
institutions to enrich educational opportunities and foster community support.

Challenges and Opportunities

Addressing Learning Loss and Equity Gaps

Like many districts nationwide, Calvert County faces challenges related to learning loss stemming
from disruptions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. The board prioritizes:
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- Implementing targeted intervention programs
- Providing additional resources for struggling students
- Expanding mental health and counseling services

Integrating Technology

The district continues to invest in technology to enhance learning experiences, including:

- One-to-one device programs
- Online learning platforms
- Teacher training in digital instruction

Future Goals

The board is focused on long-term strategies such as:

- Expanding career and technical education (CTE) programs
- Enhancing early childhood education
- Fostering inclusive and diverse school environments
- Modernizing school facilities

How to Stay Informed and Get Involved

Monitoring Board Activities

Community members can stay updated by:

- Attending board meetings (often live-streamed or recorded)
- Reading district newsletters and updates
- Visiting the Calvert County Public Schools website
- Following social media channels for real-time updates

Participating in Elections and Public Comment

Voting in school board elections allows residents to influence leadership and policies. Additionally,
public comment periods during meetings provide a platform for community voices.

Conclusion

Published by: www.elo-emballage.com Page 4 of 18



calvert county board of education Latest Edition Vol. 2023, Issue 9

The Calvert County Board of Education serves as a cornerstone of the district?s commitment to
educational excellence, equity, and community partnership. Through strategic policies, responsible
budgeting, and active community engagement, the board endeavors to create a nurturing and
effective learning environment for all students. As Calvert County continues to grow and evolve, its
school board remains dedicated to addressing challenges and seizing opportunities to prepare
students for a successful future.

For parents, educators, and residents, staying informed and involved with the Calvert County Board
of Education is essential in shaping a vibrant, inclusive, and high-achieving educational landscape in
the region.
 
Calvert County Board of Education: A Comprehensive Guide to Governance, Initiatives, and
Community Impact

The Calvert County Board of Education stands as a cornerstone of educational leadership within
Maryland's Calvert County, overseeing the development and implementation of policies that shape
the future of its students, teachers, and community. As a pivotal governing body, the board strives to
ensure that the county?s public schools remain equitable, innovative, and responsive to the evolving
needs of its diverse population. This guide offers an in-depth look into the board?s structure,
responsibilities, initiatives, and its critical role in fostering educational excellence in Calvert County.

Understanding the Structure of the Calvert County Board of
Education

Composition and Membership

The Calvert County Board of Education comprises seven elected members who serve four-year
terms. These members are chosen through non-partisan elections, reflecting the community?s
commitment to local control over education. The board?s composition is designed to ensure
representation across the county?s districts, providing diverse perspectives that inform
decision-making.

Members are responsible for:

- Setting policy direction
- Overseeing budget allocations
- Approving curriculum standards
- Evaluating superintendent performance

Roles and Responsibilities
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The board functions as the primary policy-making body for the Calvert County Public Schools
(CCPS). Its core responsibilities include:

- Policy Development: Establishing guidelines that govern school operations.
- Budget Oversight: Approving budgets that fund educational programs, facilities, and staff.
- Curriculum Approval: Ensuring instructional content aligns with state standards and community

values.
- Staffing and Personnel: Hiring and evaluating the superintendent who manages day-to-day

operations.
- Community Engagement: Acting as a liaison between the community and schools, fostering

transparency and accountability.

Key Initiatives and Priorities of the Calvert County Board of Education

Academic Excellence and Student Achievement

The board prioritizes fostering an environment where all students can excel academically. Initiatives
include:

- Implementing rigorous curriculum standards aligned with state and national benchmarks.
- Supporting STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics) programs to prepare

students for future careers.
- Offering advanced placement (AP) and gifted and talented programs.
- Enhancing literacy and numeracy through targeted interventions.

Equity and Inclusion

Recognizing the importance of diversity, the board actively promotes policies that support equity:

- Culturally responsive teaching practices.
- Inclusive curricula that reflect community diversity.
- Equal access to advanced coursework and extracurricular activities.
- Initiatives to close achievement gaps among different student groups.

Facilities and Infrastructure Development

Providing safe, modern learning environments is a key focus:
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- Upgrading existing school facilities.
- Planning for new school construction to accommodate population growth.
- Ensuring technological infrastructure supports 21st-century learning.

Safety and Well-being

The board emphasizes student safety and mental health:

- Implementing comprehensive safety protocols.
- Providing mental health resources and counseling services.
- Conducting regular safety drills and training for staff and students.

Community Engagement and Transparency

Maintaining open communication channels with residents:

- Hosting public meetings and forums.
- Providing updates through websites and social media.
- Soliciting community feedback on policies and programs.

Challenges Facing the Calvert County Board of Education

While the board works tirelessly to serve its community, it faces several challenges:

- Budget Constraints: Balancing limited funding with the need for quality education and facility
improvements.

- Diverse Student Needs: Addressing the requirements of an increasingly diverse student
population.

- Teacher Recruitment and Retention: Attracting qualified educators in a competitive job market.
- Curriculum Standards: Navigating debates around curriculum content, including topics like

history, science, and social issues.
- Technology Integration: Ensuring equitable access to digital tools and high-speed internet for all

students.

Community Involvement and How to Engage with the Board

Active community participation is vital for the effective governance of Calvert County schools. Ways
residents can get involved include:
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- Attending school board meetings, which are typically held monthly.
- Participating in public comment sessions.
- Serving on advisory committees or parent-teacher associations (PTAs).
- Providing feedback through surveys or direct communication with board members.
- Staying informed via the Calvert County Public Schools website and social media platforms.

Future Outlook and Strategic Planning

The Calvert County Board of Education is committed to strategic planning that ensures long-term
success. Key areas of focus include:

- Developing comprehensive plans for future school construction and renovations.
- Emphasizing technology integration to enhance remote and hybrid learning.
- Promoting career and technical education to meet local workforce needs.
- Investing in professional development for teachers and staff.
- Strengthening partnerships with local businesses, nonprofits, and higher education institutions.

Conclusion: The Vital Role of the Calvert County Board of Education

The Calvert County Board of Education serves as a vital institution dedicated to shaping the
educational landscape of Maryland?s Calvert County. Through thoughtful policy-making, community
engagement, and a steadfast commitment to student success, the board influences every aspect of
public education in the region. As the county continues to grow and change, the board?s leadership
will be essential in navigating challenges and fostering an environment where every student has the
opportunity to thrive. Engaging with the board?s initiatives and understanding its role empowers
residents to contribute to the ongoing development of a robust, inclusive, and forward-thinking
education system for Calvert County.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is the role of the Calvert County Board of Education? The Calvert County
Board of Education oversees public education in the county, setting policies, approving budgets,
and ensuring the district provides quality education to students. How can residents participate in
Calvert County Board of Education meetings? Residents can attend board meetings, provide public
comments during designated times, and sometimes submit questions or concerns through the
board?s official channels or during public forums. Who are the current members of the Calvert
County Board of Education? As of 2023, the board consists of elected members representing
different districts within Calvert County. Specific names and districts can be found on the official
Calvert County Public Schools website. What are the recent initiatives undertaken by the Calvert
County Board of Education? Recent initiatives include enhancing STEM programs, improving school
safety measures, expanding mental health services, and increasing community engagement efforts.
How does the Calvert County Board of Education address student diversity and inclusion? The

Published by: www.elo-emballage.com Page 8 of 18



calvert county board of education Latest Edition Vol. 2023, Issue 9

board implements policies and programs aimed at promoting diversity, equity, and inclusion,
including cultural awareness training, support services for minority students, and inclusive
curriculum development. When are the Calvert County Board of Education meetings held? Meetings
are typically scheduled monthly, with specific dates available on the Calvert County Public Schools
website or the board?s official calendar. How can teachers and staff get involved with the Calvert
County Board of Education? Teachers and staff can participate in advisory committees, attend
meetings, and communicate directly with board members to share feedback and suggestions. What
funding priorities does the Calvert County Board of Education focus on? Funding priorities include
classroom resources, technology upgrades, facility maintenance, staff salaries, and programs aimed
at student achievement and well-being. How has the Calvert County Board of Education responded
to challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic? The board implemented safety protocols,
supported remote and hybrid learning models, provided technology resources to students, and
prioritized health and safety measures in schools. 

 
Related keywords: Calvert County schools, Calvert County education, Calvert County school
district, Calvert County public schools, Calvert County school board meetings, Calvert County
student enrollment, Calvert County school policies, Calvert County school superintendent, Calvert
County educational programs, Calvert County school governance

history of orange county new york

History of Orange County New York

Orange County, New York, is a region rich in history, culture, and influence that dates back
centuries. Located in the southeastern part of the state, it has played a pivotal role in the
development of the United States, from Native American settlements to colonial expansion, and
through industrialization and modern growth. Understanding the history of Orange County provides
insight into the shaping of this vibrant area and its contributions to the broader history of New York
State and the nation.

Early Inhabitants and Native American Heritage

Indigenous Peoples of Orange County

Long before European settlers arrived, the region now known as Orange County was inhabited by
Native American tribes, primarily the Lenape (Delaware) people. These Indigenous communities
thrived in the area, utilizing the abundant natural resources for sustenance and trade.
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- The Lenape people were semi-nomadic, engaging in hunting, fishing, and agriculture.
- They established villages along rivers and lakes, taking advantage of the fertile land.
- Their culture was deeply connected to the land, with spiritual and social practices centered

around nature.

Native Influence on the Land

The Lenape's presence influenced the geography and early use of land in Orange County, with trails
and settlements that later European settlers would encounter and utilize.

European Settlement and Colonial Era

Early European Exploration

The 17th century marked the beginning of European interest in the region, primarily by the Dutch
and the English.

- The Dutch were the first Europeans to explore the area, establishing trading posts in the 1600s.
- The area was part of New Netherland, a Dutch colony that included parts of present-day New

York, New Jersey, and Delaware.
- Dutch influence is still evident in place names, such as "Haverstraw" and "Kingston," the latter

serving as the first capital of New York State.

English Control and Colonial Development

In 1664, the English seized control of New Netherland, renaming it New York. This transition
significantly impacted Orange County's development.

- The region was primarily used for agriculture, with settlers establishing farms and small
communities.

- Land grants and treaties with Native Americans facilitated European settlement.
- County boundaries were initially fluid, with areas being subdivided as populations grew.

Formation of Orange County

Orange County was officially established in 1798, carved out from portions of Ulster and Rockland
counties.
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- Named after Prince William of Orange, later King William III of England.
- The county seat was established in Goshen, which remains a central hub.
- Early administrative structures laid the foundation for growth and governance.

19th Century: Growth, Industry, and Civil War Impact

Development of Transportation Infrastructure

The 1800s saw significant advancements in transportation, fueling economic growth.

- Construction of roads, bridges, and canals, including the Delaware and Hudson Canal.
- The arrival of the railroad in the mid-19th century connected Orange County to larger markets.
- These developments facilitated the movement of goods and people, attracting industries and

settlers.

Industrialization and Economic Expansion

Orange County's fertile land and transportation networks fostered a robust industrial economy.

- Key industries included textiles, ironworks, and paper manufacturing.
- The county became a hub for agriculture, with dairy farming and fruit orchards thriving.

Role in the Civil War

During the Civil War (1861-1865), Orange County contributed manpower and resources.

- Many residents enlisted in Union Army regiments.
- The war impacted local economies, causing shifts in labor and production.
- Post-war, the county experienced growth as industries expanded.

20th Century: Modernization and Suburban Development

Transition to Suburban Community

The 20th century marked a transition from predominantly rural to suburban landscapes.

- Post-World War II suburbanization led to population growth.
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- Development of commuter towns, especially due to proximity to New York City.
- Expansion of transportation corridors, including highways and rail lines.

Industrial Decline and Economic Shifts

Like many regions, Orange County faced industrial challenges.

- Decline of traditional manufacturing industries in the mid-1900s.
- Growth in service sectors, healthcare, education, and tourism.
- Preservation of historical sites and natural parks became priorities.

Notable Developments and Attractions

Orange County developed a reputation for its natural beauty and cultural heritage.

- The emergence of parks such as Storm King Art Center.
- Growth of historic towns like Goshen and Newburgh.
- The establishment of educational institutions contributing to local culture.

Key Events Shaping Orange County?s History

Revolutionary War Significance

Orange County played a strategic role during the American Revolution.

- The Hudson River Valley was a critical military route.
- Several battles and skirmishes occurred in the area.
- The county served as a base for Patriot operations.

Historic Landmarks and Preservation

Many historic sites are preserved in Orange County, reflecting its rich past.

- The Orange County Courthouse (built in 1912).
- historic homes and districts such as the Philipse Manor House.
- The National Register of Historic Places lists numerous sites.
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Modern Contributions

Today, Orange County continues to honor its history through museums, festivals, and preservation
efforts.

- The Orange County History Center and Museum.
- Annual events celebrating local heritage and history.
- Ongoing efforts to preserve historic architecture and sites.

Conclusion: The Legacy of Orange County

Orange County, New York, embodies a unique blend of Native American heritage, colonial history,
industrial growth, and modern suburban development. Its strategic location along vital transportation
routes, rich natural resources, and vibrant communities have shaped its evolution over centuries.
Recognized for its historical landmarks, cultural contributions, and natural beauty, Orange County
remains a testament to the enduring legacy of American history. Visitors and residents alike can
explore its past through numerous historic sites, museums, and festivals, ensuring that the story of
Orange County continues to be celebrated and preserved for future generations.
 
History of Orange County, New York: A Deep Dive into Its Rich Past

Orange County, New York, is a region steeped in history, from its indigenous roots and colonial
settlement to its role in the American Revolution and industrial development. Its landscape, diverse
communities, and evolving identity have made it a microcosm of broader American history. This
comprehensive exploration traces Orange County?s journey from ancient times to the modern era,
highlighting key events, figures, and milestones that have shaped its unique identity.

Pre-Colonial and Indigenous Roots

Native American Presence

Before European settlers arrived, Orange County was inhabited by indigenous peoples, primarily the
Lenape (Delaware) tribe. The Lenape were part of the larger Algonquian-speaking peoples and
occupied much of the region, including present-day Orange County, for centuries.

- Lifestyle and Culture:
- Semi-nomadic hunter-gatherers with seasonal settlements.
- Engaged in fishing, hunting, and agriculture.
- Utilized the fertile lands along the Hudson River and its tributaries.
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- Settlements and Trails:
- Established villages along waterways.
- Used extensive trail networks connecting different parts of the region.

- European Contact:
- First contact with Europeans occurred in the early 17th century through explorers and traders.
- The impact of European arrival led to significant displacement and conflict over the subsequent

centuries.

European Exploration and Colonial Foundations

Early European Exploration

Dutch explorers were among the first Europeans to explore the region, with Henry Hudson?s voyage
in 1609 marking a pivotal moment.

- Hudson River Exploration:
- Hudson?s voyage laid the groundwork for Dutch claims in the area.
- The Dutch established trading posts and fur trading operations along the river.

Dutch and English Colonial Settlement

The region was initially part of New Netherland, a Dutch colony, before becoming English territory.

- Dutch Influence (17th Century):
- The village of Newburgh and other settlements emerged.
- The Dutch introduced advanced farming techniques, trade practices, and land grants.

- Transition to English Control (1664):
- The English seized New Netherland without significant conflict.
- Renamed the area from New Netherland to New York.

- Early Colonial Development:
- Land grants and patents encouraged settlement.
- Agriculture, especially grain and livestock farming, became vital.
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Revolutionary Era and Early American History

Orange County?s Role in the American Revolution

During the late 18th century, Orange County was a hotbed of revolutionary activity.

- Patriot Support:
- Many residents supported the Patriot cause.
- The county supplied troops, munitions, and supplies.

- Key Events:
- The Battle of Minisink (1779), a significant skirmish, took place near the county.
- The county?s proximity to New York City and other strategic locations made it vital during the

war.

Post-Revolutionary Developments

After independence, Orange County experienced growth and restructuring.

- Formation of Counties:
- Created in 1683, originally as part of Dutch and later English governance.
- Officially organized in 1798, carving out distinct communities.

- Settlement Expansion:
- Land grants to Revolutionary War veterans spurred settlement.
- The development of small towns and villages along trade routes.

19th Century: Industrialization and Growth

Industrial and Economic Development

The 19th century was a transformative period for Orange County.

- Transportation Infrastructure:
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- Canal System:

- The Delaware and Hudson Canal (1828) connected the region to New York City, facilitating
trade.

- Railroads:

- The Hudson River Railroad and other lines expanded connectivity.
- Enabled movement of goods and people, fostering economic growth.

- Manufacturing and Industry:
- Textile mills, ironworks, and breweries emerged.
- The county became a hub for agricultural processing.

- Agriculture:
- Continues to be vital, with dairy farming, apple orchards, and other crops.

Settlement Patterns and Communities

- Growth of towns such as Newburgh, Middletown, and Port Jervis.
- Development of villages and rural communities.

Social and Cultural Changes

- Immigration increased, with Irish, German, and Italian settlers.
- The population diversified, leading to an evolving cultural landscape.

20th Century: Modernization and Transformation

World Wars and Economic Shifts

The two World Wars had profound impacts on Orange County.
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- World War I and II:
- Increased industrial production.
- Military training and installations established in the region.

- Post-War Boom:
- Suburbanization accelerated.
- Growth of commuter towns for those working in New York City.

Environmental and Preservation Movements

- Recognized the importance of natural landscapes.
- Establishment of parks and historic sites to preserve heritage.

Technological and Educational Advancements

- Expansion of educational institutions.
- Development of healthcare and technological infrastructure.

Key Historical Landmarks and Cultural Heritage

- Goshen Historic District: Showcases 18th and 19th-century architecture.
- Woodbury Common Premium Outlets: Reflects modern commercial development but located

near historic sites.
- Mills at Port Jervis: Industrial remnants illustrating the 19th-century manufacturing boom.
- The Newburgh Trust: Preserves Revolutionary War history.

Contemporary Orange County: A Blend of Heritage and Modernity

- The county today balances its rich history with modern growth.
- Preservation efforts maintain historic districts, while new industries and developments flourish.
- Active cultural festivals, reenactments, and museums celebrate its diverse history.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of Orange County's Past

Orange County, New York, stands as a testament to the enduring spirit of American history. From its
indigenous roots and colonial foundations to its pivotal role in the revolution and industrial revolution,
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the county?s past is woven into its present identity. Its landscapes, historic sites, and communities
continue to reflect the layers of history that have shaped it. As it moves forward into the future,
Orange County remains a vibrant mosaic of tradition and innovation, deeply rooted in its storied
past.

In summary, understanding the history of Orange County, New York, requires appreciating its
layered evolution?from native settlements to a key player in national events. Its strategic location,
diverse communities, and resilient spirit continue to define its character today, making it a
fascinating subject for history buffs and casual visitors alike.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is the historical significance of Orange County, New York, in the American
Revolution? Orange County played a vital role in the American Revolution, serving as a strategic
location with several important battles and skirmishes, including the Battle of Minisink. Its residents
actively supported the Patriot cause, and the county's rugged terrain provided defensive
advantages. How did Orange County, NY, develop during the 18th and 19th centuries? Initially
settled by Dutch and English colonists, Orange County developed as an agricultural region. In the
19th century, it experienced growth with the expansion of the Erie Canal and the rise of industries
such as textiles, ironworks, and manufacturing, contributing to its economic development. What
impact did the Erie Canal have on the growth of Orange County? Completed in 1825, the Erie Canal
significantly boosted Orange County's economy by facilitating the transportation of goods and
people. It opened up markets, encouraged settlement, and helped establish the county as an
important hub for commerce and industry in New York. Who were some notable figures in Orange
County's history? Prominent figures include Philip Schuyler, a Revolutionary War general and
senator; and William Lewis, a lawyer and politician. Additionally, Orange County was home to many
early settlers and influential families who shaped its development. How has Orange County, NY,
preserved its historical sites? Orange County has preserved many historical landmarks, including
the clearly marked Revolutionary War sites, historic districts, and museums like the Orange County
Historical Society Museum. These efforts help maintain its rich history for educational and tourism
purposes. What role did Orange County play in the industrialization of New York State? During the
19th century, Orange County contributed to New York's industrialization through manufacturing,
ironworks, and milling industries. Its strategic location and transportation networks allowed it to
become a vital center for regional economic growth during this period. 
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